Dear Poll Watcher. This document has been extracted directly from
the Texas Election Code for your use. Except for this statement,
highlight of certain words or passages and/or underlining,
nothing has been added.

David Reeve, Travis County Republican Party.

ELECTION CODE
CHAPTER 33. WATCHERS
SUBCHAPTER A. APPOINTMENT
Sec. 33.001. WATCHER DEFINED. In this code, "watcher' means a
person appointed under this subchapter to observe the conduct of an
election on behalf of a candidate, a political party, or the
proponents or opponents of a measure.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 33.003. APPOINTMENT BY POLITICAL PARTY. (a) The county
chair of each political party that has one or more nominees on the
ballot may appoint watchers.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended

by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 33.006. CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT. (a) For an
appointment of a watcher to be effective, the appointing authority
must issue a certificate of appointment to the appointee.

(b) A certificate of appointment must:

(1) be in writing and signed by the appointing authority
or, for an appointment for a write-in candidate under Section
33.004, by each of the voters making the appointment;

(2) indicate the capacity in which the appointing

authority is acting;
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A3) state the name, residence address, and voter
registration number of the appointee and be signed by the
appointee;

(4) identify the election and the precinct polling place
or other location at which the appointee iIs to serve;

(6) contain an affidavit executed by the appointee

stating that the appointee will not have possession of any

mechanical or electronic means of recording images or sound while

serving as a watcher.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended
by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 498, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997,
75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 34, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997, 75th

Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 17, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 33.007. NUMBER AND PLACE OF SERVICE OF WATCHERS. (&)
Each appointing authority may appoint not more than two watchers
for each precinct polling place, meeting place for an early voting
ballot board, or central counting station involved in the election.

(b) Each appointing authority may appoint not more than seven
watchers for each main or branch early voting polling place
involved in the election. Not more than two watchers appointed by
the same authority may be on duty at the same early voting polling
place at the same time.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended
by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.39; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg.,

ch. 554, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 33.035. INELIGIBILITY OF PERSON CONVICTED OF ELECTION

OFFENSE. A person is ineligible to serve as a watcher iIn an

election 1T the person has been finally convicted of an offense iIn

connection with conduct directly attributable to an election.
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Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 18, eff. Sept. 1,

1997.

SUBCHAPTER C. SERVICE
Sec. 33.051. ACCEPTANCE OF WATCHER. (@) A watcher appointed
to serve at a precinct polling place, a meeting place for an early
voting ballot board, or a central counting station must deliver a
certificate of appointment to the presiding judge at the time the
watcher reports for service. A watcher appointed to serve at an

early voting polling place must deliver a certificate of

appointment to the early voting clerk or deputy clerk in charge of
the polling place when the watcher first reports for service.

(b) The officer presented with a watcher®s certificate of
appointment shall require the watcher to countersign the
certificate to ensure that the watcher is the same person who
signed the certificate. Except as provided by Subsection (c), a
watcher who presents himself or herself at the proper time with a
certificate of appointment shall be accepted for service unless the
person is ineligible to serve or the number of appointees to which
the appointing authority is entitled have already been accepted.

(c) A watcher may not be accepted for service if the watcher
has possession of any mechanical or electronic means of recording
Images or sound. The presiding judge may inquire whether a watcher
has possession of any prohibited recording device before accepting
the watcher for service.

(d) The certificate of a watcher serving at an early voting
polling place shall be retained at the polling place until voting
at the polling place is concluded. At each subsequent time that
the watcher reports for service, the watcher shall inform the clerk
or deputy in charge. The officer may require the watcher to sign
the watcher®s name In the officer®s presence, for comparison with

the signature on the certificate, if the officer is uncertain of
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the watcher®s identity.

(e) If a watcher i1s not accepted for service, the certificate
of appointment shall be returned to the watcher with a signed
statement of the reason for the rejection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended
by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 498, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.41; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728,
Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec.

35, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 33.052. HOURS OF SERVICE AT PRECINCT POLLING PLACE. A
watcher at a precinct polling place may begin service at any time
after the presiding judge arrives at the polling place on election
day and may remain at the polling place until the presiding judge
and the clerks complete their duties there. A watcher that serves
for more than five continuous hours may serve at the polling place
during the hours the watcher chooses, except that if the watcher is
present at the polling place when ballots are counted, the watcher
may not leave until the counting is complete.

(b) to (e) Repealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 254, Sec. 2.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended
by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 36, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003,

78th Leg., ch. 254, Sec. 1, 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 33.053. HOURS OF SERVICE AT EARLY VOTING POLLING PLACE.
A watcher serving at an early voting polling place may be present
at the polling place at any time i1t is open and until completion of
the securing of any voting equipment used at the polling place that
IS required to be secured on the close of voting each day. The

watcher may serve during the hours the watcher chooses.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended
by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.42; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg.,
ch. 554, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch.

864 by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 39, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 33.056. OBSERVING ACTIVITY GENERALLY. (&) Except as
provided by Section 33.057, a watcher i1s entitled to observe any
activity conducted at the location at which the watcher is serving.

A watcher 1is entitled to sit or stand conveniently near the
election officers conducting the observed activity.

(d) A watcher may not be prohibited from making written notes
while on duty. Before permitting a watcher who made written notes
at a precinct polling place to leave while the polls are open, the
presiding officer may require the watcher to leave the notes with
another person on duty at the polling place, selected by the
watcher, for retention until the watcher returns to duty.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 33.057. OBSERVING PREPARATION OF VOTER®S BALLOT. (&) A
watcher i1s entitled to be present at the voting station when a

voter i1s being assisted by an election officer, and the watcher is

entitled to examine the ballot before i1t i1s deposited in the ballot
box to determine whether it is prepared In accordance with the
voter®s wishes.

(b) A watcher may not be present at the voting station when a
voter is preparing the voter®s ballot or iIs being assisted by a

person of the voter®s choice.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended

by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 40, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
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Sec. 33.058. RESTRICTIONS ON WATCHER®S ACTIVITIES. (@) While
on duty, a watcher may not:

(1) converse with an election officer regarding the
election, except to call attention to an irregularity or violation
of law;

(2) converse with a voter; or

(3) communicate in any manner with a voter regarding the
election.

(b) A watcher may call the attention of an election officer
to any occurrence that the watcher believes to be an i1rregularity
or violation of law and may discuss the matter with the officer.
An officer may refer the watcher to the presiding officer at any
point in the discussion. In that case, the watcher may not discuss
the occurrence further with the subordinate officer unless the
presiding officer invites the discussion.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 33.061. UNLAWFULLY OBSTRUCTING WATCHER. (a) A person
commits an offense if the person serves in an official capacity at
a location at which the presence of watchers i1s authorized and
knowingly prevents a watcher from observing an activity the watcher
is entitled to observe.

(b) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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